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ABSTRACT 

This collection of abstracts is part of a continuing 
series providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 24 
titles deal with a variety of topics, including the following: (1) 
the effect of computer assisted instruction on first grade phonics 
and mathematics achievement; (2) the effects of types of review 
techniques on the retention of meaningful prose; v3} diagrams, word 
frequency, and retention of expository prose; (4) natural reading 
acquisition of preschool children; (5) the use of the semantic 
webbing technique to improve reading comprehension of third and 
fourth grade students; (6) the use of lyrics and musical lyrics to 
develop vocabulary and reading comprehension in fifth grade students; 

(7) the observed book usage pattern*^ of early primary grade children 
using wordless picture books with suggested utilization guidelines; 

(8) the effect of a story mapping program on the development of story 
schema in selected second grade students; (9) the effects of 
interest-inducing questions on students' reading comprehension; (10) 
the effect of a prereading purpose on reading comprehension; (11) the 
relationship between teachers' questions and students' responses 
during a directed reading activity and a directed reading-thinking 
activity; and (12) metalinguistic skills. (FL) 
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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series 
designed to make information on relevant dissertations available to users 
of the ERIC system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International 
are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related 
topics, which thus become accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. 
Ordering information for dissertations themselves is included at the end of 
the bibliography. 

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this 
collection: 



Abram, Sandra L. 

THE EFFECT OF COMPUTER 

ASSISTED INSTRUCTION ON 

FIRST GRADE PHONICS AND 

MATHEMATICS ACHIEVEMENT 

COMPUTATION 

Adams, Clementina Rodriguez 
EFFECTS OF TYPES OF REVIEW 
TECHNIQUES ON THE RETENTION 
OF MEANINGFUL PROSE 

Amlund, Jeanne T. 
DIAGRAMS, WORD FREQUENCY, 
AND RETENTION OF EXPOSITORY 
TEXT 

Anbar, Ada 

NATURAL READING ACQUISITION 
OF PRESCHOOL CHILDREN 

Bayne, Mina Liden 
A STUDY OF THE USE OF THE 
SEMANTIC WEBBING TECHNIQUE 
TO IMPROVE READING COM- 
PREHENSION OF THIRD AND 
FOURTH GRADERS 

Betts, JoAnn 
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF 
USING LYRICS AND MUSICAL 
LYRICS TO DEVELOP VOCABULARY 
AND READING COMPREHENSION 
SKILLS IN THE FIFTH GRADE 



Carty, Elaine Teresa 
A STUDY OF THE OBSERVED 
BOOK USAGE PATTERNS OF 
EARLY PRIMARY GRADE CHILD- 
REN USING WORDLESS PICTURE 
BOOKS WITH SUGGESTED UTILI- 
ZATION GUIDELINES 

Fountas, Irene Catherine 

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECT 

OP A STORY MAPPING PROGRAM ON 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF STORY SCHEMA 

IN SELECTED SECOND GRADE 

STUDENTS 

Fuchs, Lucy 

THE EFFECTS OF INTEREST- 
INDUCING QUESTIONS ON STUDENTS' 
READING COMPREHENSION 

Gold, Janet Truman 
AN INVESTIGATION OF WORD- 
ORIENTED AND MEANING- 
ORIENTED SIXTH GRADE READERS* 
FACILITY TO INDEPENDENTLY 
RECOGNIZE AND GENERATE SUM- 
MARIES FOLLOWING RESEARCHER 
DEMONSTRATION (A SINGLE SUB- 
JECT EXPERIMENT WITH THREE 
REPLICATIONS ) 

Hawes, Kathryn Schnell 
THE EFFECT OF A PRE-READING 
PURPOSE ON READING COMPRE- 
HENSION 
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Hughes, Susan Virginia 
THE DESIGNING, WRITING AND 
EVALUATION OP A MANUAL OP 
PREREADING ACTIVITIES FOR 
USE WITH PARENTS OF PRE- 
SCHOOL CHILDREN 

Klassen, Verla Kroeker 
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE 
EFFECTS OF THREE METHODS 
OF ORAL READING ON PRIMARY 
GRADE PUPIL READING FLUENCY 

Lasher, Mary Lee Schliesmann 
A REVIEW OF ENGAGEMENT RATES 
WITHIN SECOND GRADE READING 
GROUPS WORKING WITH AND 
WITHOUT THE TEACHER IN 
SELECTED NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
SCHOOL DISTRICTS 

Mai tempi, Harriet Anita 
EFFECT OF READING MODE: 
A CROSS-SECTIONAL INVES- 
TIGATION OF ELEMENTARY 
STUDENTS' SEQUENTIAL 
COMPREHENSION PERFORMANCE 
FOLLOWING ORAL AND SILENT 
READING 

O'Shea, Lawrence Joseph 
THE EFFECTS OF REPEATED 
READINGS AND ATTENTIONAL 
CUES ON READING FLUENCE 
AND COMPREHENSION 

Rusnak, Martha Hendrick 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
TEACHERS' QUESTIONS AND 
STUDENTS' RESPONSES DURING 
A DIRECTED READING ACTIVITY 
AND A DIRECTED READING- 
THINKING ACTIVITY 

Seni, Barbara Ellen 

AN ELAVORATION-TRAIU'ING 

PROGRAM DESIGNED TO DEVELOP 

CHILDREN'S COMPREHENSION 

PERFORMANCE 



Sloan, Laura Batty 

AN INVESTIGATION OP FIFTH 

GRADE PUPILS' TEXT ANALYSIS 

AND RECALLS FROM BASAL TEXT 

MATERIALS 

Smith, Lynn Clare 

AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE 
USE OF THE ANTICIPATION GUIDE 
AS A STRATEGY TO ENHANCE 
COMPREHENSION OF EXPOSITORY 
TEXT 

Tenenbaum, Henry Abraham 
EFFECTS OF ORAL READING RATE 
AND INFLECTION ON COMPREHEN- 
SION AND ITS MAINTENANCE 

Trumbull, Elise 
METALINGUISTIC SKILLS: CAN 
THEY BE TAUGHT? 

Weinland, Mary Ginn 
AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE USE 
OP COHESIVE TIES IN ORAL 
RETELLINGS AND A COMPREHEN- 
SION PROCESS SCORE FOR GOOD 
AND POOR FIFTH GRADE READERS 

Wilson-Kuhn, Vreneli Erika 
THE BASES OF CURRENT PRACTICES 
OF TEACHING SEQUENCING SKILLS 
IN READING TO CHILDREN IN 
GRADES ONE, TWO, AND THREE 
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THE EFFECT OF COMPUTER ASSISTED INSTRUCTION ON 
FIRST GRADE PHONICS AND MATHEMATICS ACHIEVEMENT 
COMPUTATION Ord«r No. D A84 16161 

Aham, SANonA L., Eo.D. Northern Arizona University, 1984, 78pp. 
AdvlMr: Dale Harper 

This study attempted to discover if a difference existed between 
the phonics and mathematics computation achievement of first grade 
students receiving traditional reading and mathematics instruction 
and first grade students receiving computer assisted drill and practice 
in piacei^ & portion of their instruction. A total of 103 students were 
pretexted and posttested with the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills Word 
Analysis subtest arKl Mathematics subtest. Student ability level was 
determined by the Cognitive Abilities Test. Half the males and females 
scoring in each quartile of the ability level test was randomly assigned 
to receive phonics computer assisted instruction (N > 53). The other 
half of the students received mathematics computation computer 
assisted Instruction (N s 50). Each group served as the control group 
for the other. 

Students worked individually on Apple II Plus microcomputers 
over a twelve week period. They received three fifteen minute 
sessions per week. Students receiving mathematics computation 
C.A.I, attended the computer laboratory for a mean of 486 minutes. 
Students receiving phonics C.A.I, attended the computer laboratory 
for a mean of 492 minutes. 

Results showed no significant differences in phonics achievement 
between the C.A.I, and control group. All students in the C.A.I, group 
did score higher than control group students, however. Results of the 
mathematics computation comparison showed females in the C.A.I, 
group scoring significantly lower than females in the control group 
and males in the C.A.I, group. No other significant differences were 
found. Results from a criterion referenced mathematics test, however, 
showed all C.A.I, group students scoring significantly higher than 
control group students. An analysis of the norm referenced 
mathematics subtest revealed less than half of the test items tested 
mathematics computation. Caution shoukJ be used In interpreting the 
results of the mathematics comparison. 



showed that: (1) A recall exercise plus a re-reading was more 
effective than a recall exercise alonei or a re-reading alone, or no 
review procedure. (2) A re-reading was superior to a recall exercise. 
(3) The treatments that included any of the review procedures were 
superior to the control group treatment (no review procedures). 

The differences due to sex were measured by a f-test. The results 
showed a non significant difference between the scores made by 
males and females on the cued-recall test (p > .05). 



DIAGRAMS, WORD FREQUENCY, AND RETENTION OF 
EXPOSITORY TEXT Order No. DA841 5449 

Amiund, Jeanne T., Ph.D. Arizona state University, 117pp. 

The effects of the presence or absence of a diagram on recall and 
retention of expository text were investigated in a sample of 80 sixth 
graders. Forty subjects wer randomly assigned to each of two word- 
frequency conditions. Subjects in the low word-frequency group read 
hvo passages containing a high proportion of low-frequency words 
Subjects m the high word-frequency group read the same two 
mtges with high-frequency words substituted for approximately 
10% of the low-frequency words contained in the passages read by 
the other group. Subjects were provided with a diagram for only one 
of the two passages read. Immediate and delayed passage recall was 
measured using dote, free recall, and a performance test as 
dependent measures. Subjects reading the high-frequency passaoea 
showed a significantly greater decline in what was recalled on free 
recall over time compared to those reading the low-frequency 
passages. The presence of a diagram during text processing was 
ound to significantly facilitate performance on both free recall and 
the performance test for only one of the passages. Differential 
facilitation effects found for diagrams as a function of passage topic 
ware interpreted as a f unction of the nature of the interaction between 
the text material and the learner. 



EFFECTS OF TYPES OF REVIEW TECHNIQUES ON TH'i 
RETENTION OF MEANINGFUL PROSE Order No. DA841 6686 

Adams. Clementina Rooriguez, Ph.D. The Florida State University, 
1984. 243pp. Major Professor: Robert Mills Qagne 

The purpose of this study was to determine the effects of three 
types of review procedures: re-reading, recall exerciset and recall 
exercise plus re-reading, on the delayed retention of a meaningful 
prose text that had been read once. 

A sample of 909 fourth and fifth grade students from the Fairfax 
County Public School System, in the i>tate of Virginia, participated in 
the study. 

A 1 X 4 posttest-only control group design was used. The prose 
text used in the study was a revised version of a section from a 
children's text entitled: Paws, Hoofs and hV^pers, by Olive Earle 
(1954). The measurement instrument used was a short>answer essay 
test. The test was judged to have content validity, and the reliability 
was .70 according to the Spearman-Brown formula. 

The stu^Jy was conducted in three sessions. In the first session of 
the study, all of the students read the same text. During the second 
session, students worked with individual booklets that contained 
different review procedures: (1) a re-reading of the text, or (2) a 
recall exercise based on the text, or (3) a combination of the recall 
exercise plus a re-reading, or (4) a placebo activity. 

During the third session, one week after the initi;J session, all of 
the students answered an identical cued>recall test. 

An analysis of covariance was used to test the null hypothesis of 
no difference among the treatment groups at an alpha of .05. The 
students' reading levels were used as a covariate. The results showed 
a significant difference among tt>e treatment groups (p < .0001). A 
Manova special contrast (post hoc test) was used (a .05). The results 



NATURAL READING ACQUISITION OF PRESCHOOL 

Order NO. DA8420e53 

aepj' ^^""^ ^'^''^^'^'^y York at Buffalo. 1984. 

with^Hj ".^"'^'^'0" 0' preschool children who learn to read 

with no formal systematic instruction was studied. Six early readii 

reportedly had no systematic reading instruction werestudldin 
depth with the objective of finding out: (1) If ther?wM a^ 

thL^J? n/t::' '"^"^ to reTd and72rw^^^ 
i^t?^ t^*«^ ^^^"dren's early reading acqS" 

The findings show that: (1) An evolving process of rSo 
acquisitions was identified for each subject (2; AVtrono s2^^ 
r3?Vh%"?i':^'' '^^^"^ °' ^"^'"8 ^^^"'^'tion ac??ss sVb^^^^^^^^ 
SL .V^^^'^l*''^"'^'^'^" Six Children seemed to hTJe 
^llowed a number of distinct stages. (4) The parenS were fwnd to 
f?) Child's development of^ead ng aSit? 

iJLn 1^"^"°^ ^'^s to ^^^^ been mSstly 

spontaneous, intuitive and unplanned, they did use a large variety of 
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A STUDY. OF THE USE OF THE SEMANTIC WEBBINQ 
TECHNIQUE TO IMPROVE READING COMPREHENSION OF 
THIRD AND FOURTH GRADERS OrdtrNo. DAB4ie770 

Bavnc. MiNA Uden, Ph.D. University of Wyoming, I28pp. 

Presently, reading comprehension is a major concern to 
educators. This study investigated the use of the semantic webbing 
technique to improve the reading comprehension of third and fourth 
graders. Reading comprehension was divided into literal 
comprehension, inferential comprehension and total comprehension. 
Data were collected in all three areas. Fifty-one students were 
randomly assigned to experimental and control groups in a pretest- 
poattest stuciy that lasted for a six* week period. The experimental 
group received semantic webbing instruction three times a week for 
six weeks, while the control group received comprehension questions 
and activities included in regular basal reading material. The findings 
of the study showed (1) no significant difference between the 
experimental group and control group. (2) no significant difference 
between third and fourth graders, (3) no significant interaction 
betv/een grade level and treatment. (4) a significant difference 
between the high achievement group and the low achievement group 
on literal comprehension data with the high achievement group 
showing more growth. (5) no significant interaction between 
treatment and reading achievement level. Subjective data collected 
from the teachers indicated that the technique was acceptable when 
used with other comprehension strategies. The major conclusions of 
the study were (1) semantic webbing is as effective as other 
comprehension techniques and. therefore, is worth pursuing and 
developing with classroom teachers; (2) semantic webbing is an 
effective additional technique to use with a batal reading program; 

and (3) the students and teachers responded favorably to the 

technique. 



A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF USING LYRICS AND MUSICAL 
LYRICS TO DEVELOP VOCABULARY AND READING 
COMPREi ISION SKILLS IN THE FIFTH GRADE 

OrderNo. DA8416431 

Brrrs, Jo Ann, Ph.D. Indiana State University, 1984. 176pp. 
Chairperson and Director: Dr. William G. IvIcCarthy 

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to determine whether 
musical lyrics assisted in the development of vocabulary and reading 
comprehension skills. The study examined 135 selected fifth-grade 
children from the Gary Community School Corporation as to their 
(performance on vocabulary and reading comprehension posttests. 

The subjects were randomly assigned to one of three research 
groups: Control Group (C) read lyrics only, Experlrriental Group 1 (E 
1) read silently with recorded lyrics, and Expehmental Group 2 (E 2) 
read silently with musical lyrics. 

An analysis of variance (ANOVA) and the Tukey test were used to 
test for significant differences at the .01 alpha level. The effects of sex 
and the interaction between sex and treatment were also tested for 
signift:ance. 

Results. With respect to the vocabulary test, there was no 
significant difference between Control Group and Experimental 
Group 1 ; however, Experimental Group 2 scores were significantly 
higher than both of the other groups. With respect to the reading 
comprehension test, th^^e was no significant difference between the 
two experimental group however, these two groups scored 
significantly higher thar) did Control Group. 

On both the vocabulary and the reading comprehension tests, 
female students in Control Group scored significantly higher than did 
male students, but there was no significant difference between scores 
of males and females in either experimental group. 

While there was no significant improvement in vocabulary test 
performance between Control Group and Experimental Group 1 , 
there was significant improvement between Experimental Group 2 
and both other groups. There was also significant improvement in 
reading comprehension test performance between Control Group and 



E 1 and Control Group and E 2. but there was no significant 
improvement between the two experimental grou w 

nn foTofS''*- '^"•'^•L'y^'c* Mem to significantly Improve scores 
on both reading comprehension and vocabulary tests. whikT recorded 
^ics ^m to improve scores on comprehension tests only In 
male/female comparisons, females seem to show no significant 
improvement in reading comprehension with the use o ei h" 
recorded or musical lyrics: In fact, there was no improvei^^^^^ 
vocabu lary scores with the use of recorded lyrics and nXwhin 
mus-cal lyncs ^re employed. Male students eviSencJ^^^^ 

IvTs'^JSlTLlff ~ improvement with the use of recorded 

lyric ov., Sn,, ^,4i:sr.'? - JX^n^rx 



A STUDY OF THE OBSERVED BOOK USAGE PATTERNS OF 
EARLY PRIMARY GRADE CHILDREN USING WORDLESS 
PICTURE BOOKS WITH SUGGESTED UTILIZATION 
GUIDELINES Order No. DA8410127 

Cahty, Elainb Teresa, Eo.D. Temple University, 269pp» Major 
Adviser: Dr. Robert J. Mahar 

The pu rpose of the study was to determine the untrained book 
uuge patterns displayed by early primary grade children interacting 
with wordless picture booths and, in turn, to recommend utilization 
guidelines teachers could use in light of these patterns. 

Four directional hypotheses guided the investigation. The eaeence 
of each hypothesis concerned early primary grade children's 
(1) interestin wordless picture books. (2) verbal response to 
wordless picture books, (3) basic mechanical book usage skills, and 
(4) basic literary analysis skills. 

A total of 166 kindergarten and first grade children from an upper, 
middle, and lower socioeconomic statua setting of the metropolitan 
PhHadelphia, Pannsylvania area were studied. The children were 
observt^d, three at a time on an ungulded basis, exploring wordless 
picture books. Following their interaction with the books, they were 
asked questions, with answers being tape recorded. All observations 
were recorded on an Observation Checklist. Three way chi^squares 
were used to analyze the data utilizing independent variables of aex« 
class standing, and socio*economlc status. 

Among the children's competencies revealed by the study were: 
most of the children liked looking at wordless picture books, 
responded verbally to a wordless picture book, and possessed book 
usage mechanics (i.e., use of left*to*right progression). Many of the 
children were unable to make inferences about their favorite wordless 
picture book and were further unable to verbalize a simple plot of their 
favorite wordless picture book. 

The conclusions of the study dictated suggested utilization 
guidelines for teachers which were divided into two sections: Betic 
Generalized Guidelines, such as introducing wordless picture books 
to children in small groups of preferably three or less» with one-to-one 
being ideal; and Specific Guidelines, such as developing the essential 
mechanical book usage skills with early primary grade children 
through the use of wordless picture books. Each specific guideline 
wu expanded to suggest pupil activities. 

Suggestions for further research were: conduct a study using 
wotdless picture books to help teach reading skills to early primary 
grade children; and propose and field test a curriculum which woukJ 
develop oral language skills through the use of wordless picture 
books. 
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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECT OF A STORY MAPPING 
PROGRAM ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF STORY SCHEMA IN 
SELECTED SECOND GRADE STUDENTS 

OrderNo.DA84l6844 

FouNTAS, Irene CATHCRtNC, Eo.D. Boston University, 1984. 194pp. 
Major Professor: Roselmina hdrisar^o 

The purpose of this study was to describe the effects of a 
research- based early writlr^g model or^ the composing abilities of a 
selected group of secor^d grade subjects over a period of fourteen 
weeks. The study wa^ conducted in a middte*class urban-suburban 
public school system in the northeastern United States. 

Thirty -two subjects who demonstrated average or above*average 
scores on the Stanford Achievement Test Reeding Bettery (1962) 
comprised the sample. The group consisted of fourteen boys and 
eighteen girls. 

Two specific aspects were investigated: (i) the impact of the 
program designed to develop story schemata through the receptive 
modes of listening and reading followed by the productive modes of 
oral and written composition, as evidenced by the number of Stein 
and Glenn elements in the subjects'composltions, and (2) the impact 
on the subjects' ability to select a story passage and describe the 
story elements which comprise the narrative form, as outlined by the 
Stein and Glenn story grammar. 

Statistical analysis of the pretest and posttest scores indicated a 
highly significant difference in the group's ability to utilize the Stein 
and Glenn elements in both oral and written composition. 

Analysis of the story description data revealed highly significant 
growth in the subjects' f*)ility to select and describe story elements as 
outlined by the Stein and Glenn grammar, following the administration 
of the story mapping program. 

A comparison of the differences between the pretest and posttest 
scores in each of the three nieasures indicated that the amount of 
change in the subjects' ability to select and describe the elements of a 
story was significantly greater than the amount of change evident in 
their ability to utilize the story elements in oral and written 
composition. 



THE EFFECTS OF INTEREST-INDUCING QUESTIONS ON 
STUDENTS* READING COMPREHENSION 

Order No. DA841 9727 

FuCMS, Lucy. Ph.D. University o1 South Florida, 141pp. Major 
Professor: Donald D. Neville 

The purpose of this research was to test the hypothesis that 
students given interest-inducing questions before a reading selection 
would read the selection with greater understanding than those not 
given such questions, or than those given regular questions from a 
teacher's manual. Interest-inducing questions were defined as 
prequestions which combined the known interests of a student with 
the subject matter of the new reading selection. Since research has 
shown that children read with more understanding those things that 
they are more interested In. it was thought that if these questions 
could raise students' interest, the students should be able to read with 
more understanding. 

Third grade students from three schools were tested with slides to 
ascertain their interests. One topic, '*f lowers,** was then chosen and 
80 students from three schools were classified into two groups: those 
who had expressed low interest in "flowers" and those who had 
expressed moderate interest in the topic. A reading lesson on the 
topic of "flowers" was then chosen, and presented to these 80 
students in four treatment groups with the following kinds of 
prequestions: (a) interest^inducing questions; (b) regular questions 
from a teacher's manual (text dependent); (c) both kinds d 



questions; (d) no questions (control), To test comprehension after the 
reading lesson, half of the students were given factual questions and 
the other half Inferential ones. 

Analysis was a three-way analysis of variance: two levels of 
interest, four types of treatmenta, and two types of comprehension 
questions. Results showed no significant differences of any kind. 

In analyzing the data ^.oliected by the use of interest sikies before 
and after the reading lesson, It was found that students showed a high 
consistency in interest in some topics, but not on others, and that the 
target students did raise their interest In "flowers," although that raise 
wtt not accompanied by an increase in their comprehension. 



AN INVESTIGATION OF WORD-ORIENTED AND MEANING- 
ORIENTED SIXTH GRADE READERS' FACILITY TO 
INDEPENDENTLY RECOGNIZE AND GENERATE SUMMARIES 
TALLOWING RESEARCHER DEMONSTRATION (A SINGLE 
SUBJECT EXPERIMENT WITH THREE REPLICATIONS) 

Order No. DA8412010 
Gold, Janet Truman, Ph.D. University of Maryland^ 1983. 409pp. 
Supervisor: Robert M. Wilson 

Research and learned opinion have suggested thai reading and 
writing are related. What this relation is has not been clearly defined. 
The purpose of this project was to generate a series of research 
hypotheses in the area of reading-writing as It relates to word- 
oriented and mean-oriented readers. Four subjects described by their 
Classroom teachers, and verified by standardized test scores, as 
being average sixth grade readers were given the Written Subject 
Identification Instrument which provided descriptions of the subjects 
as word-oriented or meaning-oriented. During baseline subjects were 
observed to have similar skills in recognizing and generating 
summaries. Expository passages were presented to the subjects 
through researcher demonstration or independent tasi^s of summary 
recognition and summary generation. A single subject experimental 
design was selected to observe the effects of the intervention over 
time. The behaviors observed remained unstable throughout the 
experiment thus any conclusions based strictly on the data could at 
best be only tentative. Hypotheses for further research, however, were 
based on the current literature and the more stable observations. The 
hypotheses include recommendations about subject selection 
equality, appropriate and definable descriptive criteria, varying levels 
of expertise prior to the experiment, and boredom due to detailed 
explanations; the appropriateness of materials to the task; recording 
observable processing behaviors, alternative modes of presentation, 
a feedback component, and maintenance of skill level; and, scoring 
the writing task product. 



THE EFFECT OF A PRE-READING PURPOSE ON READING 
COMPREHENSION OrderNo. DA841564B 

Hawes. Kathrvn ScHNELL, Ph.D Kansas StBtB Unlversity , 98pp. 

A pre-reading purpose focuses the reader's attention and directs 
selectivity. The major purpose of this investigation was to compare 
the effect of three pre-reading purpose treatments on the 
comprehension of third grade pupils in a Directed Reading Activity. 
The null hypothesis was that there were no significant differences 
between a written, an oral, or a no pre-reading purpose control 
treatment in regard to Intentional, incidental, and/or total 
comprehension. The procedure gathered data on students reading at 
grade level in each of the three treatments in a rancomized repeated 
measures design and analyzed the data with a one-way analysis of 
variance for repeated measures 

The effects of the oral, written, and control treatments were not 
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statistically differtnt it the .05 levtl of signlflcinct tor total 
comprehension. Nor were there any atatiatically significant 
differences for Intentional comprehenflon. But. the effects of these 
purposes were statistically significantly different at the .02 level for 
incidental comprehension. The Newman*Keuls procedure indicated 
the difference was between the oral and written treatments and the 
control treat nf>ent. 

The significant differences found for the effects of the oral and 
written purposes implied that comprehension of incidental material 
was improved by the use of the purpose prior to reading the story. 
Attending to the purpose seemed to allow the learning of minor details 
considerably lower in the hierarchical level of the story content. 
Therefore, while focus on the purpose did not interfere with 
comprehension of the total story or of intentional information, at the 
same time it increased learning of incidental material. 

Based on the results and implications, the study recommended the 
frequent use of the non-literal purpose for third grade students 
reading on*level in a basal reader type story. 
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THE DESIGNING. WRITING AND EVALUATION OF A 
MANUAL OP PREREADING ACTIVITIES FOR USE WITH 
PARENTS OF PRESCHOOL CHILDREN Order No. DA841 9506 
HuQHCS. Susan Virginia. Ed.D. Unlv0rslty of MMryl^nti. 1983. 140pp. 
Supervisor: Dr. Robert M. Wilson 

A booklet of prereading activities was prepared for parents of 
preschool children. It was distributed to sixty parents whose children 
attended a Four* Year Old Program offered by the Dorchester County, 
f^aryland public school system. Parents were asked to try five 
randomly selected activities from the booklet with their children for 
two four*week periods and rate them on an evaluation form. The 
kindergarten and first grade teachers employed by that system were 
asked to rate those same five activities. 

A Likert Scale was used to collect data from the evaluation forms 
which compared the results of the first four-week period The amount 
of time parents spent with their children on each activity for the first 
f our*week period was compared with the amount of time parents 
reported spending with their child on each activity for the second 
tour* week period. 

From the results, it was noted that the parents liked the activities 
and felt they were beneficial, their children enjoyed doing them, the 
teachers thought the activities were good for home use. and the 
parents had spent more time with their children the second four*week 
period than they did the first four> week period. 

The conclusions of this study were that when parents are provided 
with actlvKies which will help their children become prepared for 
school, they will spend time with their children on the activities, i: 
would seem that it is important for a school system to provide parents 
with information and activities that will not only be helpful for their 
children, but also offer suggestions as to the kinds of skills the school 
deems important. 



A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF THREE 
METHODS OF ORAL READING ON PRIMARY GRADE PUPIL 
READING FLUENCY OrderNo. DA84ia503 

KusscN, VcRLA Kroeker, Ph.D. University ot Minnesota, 1984. 
201pp. 

This experimental study was designed to compare three methods 
of conducting oral reading with subjects who had difficulty in learning 
to read. 

The sample population in this study consisted of eighty (80) Title t 
Grade 2 and 3 pupils later reduced to slxty^two (62) subjects. The 
subjects were permanently assigned to fifteen (15) instructional 
groups taught by six (6) certified teacher /tutors. These fiftisn (16) 
groups were randomly assigrisd to three (3) treatment groupe: 
Treatment I used a tutor model to reed four (4) lines or less, then call 
upon a sut«sct to read the same four lines. This procedure continued 



until each subjsct had read a minimum of two times. Treatment II used 
a tutor modal to read an antire salection. The tutor than went back to 
the beginning of the salection and called upon subjacts to reread the 
selection. Treatment III had subiacts practice oral reading. The tutor 
called upon subjects to read at random. 

Each oral reading treatment was conducted for ten (10) minutes of 
a thirty (30) minute instructional period over 30 consecutive school 
days. 

An en'or rate and a reading rate were calculated from the 
responses a pretest and posttast< 

Statistical analysis performed using one way analysis of variance 
indicated no significant differences existed among treatment groups 
on the pretest or posttest variables; error rate and reading rate. 

Repeated measures analysis of variance confirmed no differences 
between treatment means on the pretest and posttest variabiea, 
however a significant Interaction from pretest to posttest wu found 
for error ratOi meaning that change in error rates was not equal over 
the three tre^*".)enta. On reading rate no interaction was found, but 
the reading rates changed significantly from pretest to postteat for all 
treatments. 

Further statistical analysis using t*tests confirmed the repeated 
measures analysis. Treatment I (Red) subject groups made significant 
improvement in error and reading rate. Treamenta II (Blue) and III 
(Green) subject groups did not make significant improvement in error 
rate but did make significant improvement in reading rate. 



A REVIEW OF ENGAGEMENT RATES WITHIN SECOND 
GRADE READING GROUPS WORKING WITH AND WITHOUT 
THE TEACHER IN SELECTED NORTHERN ILLINOIS SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS Order No. D A840Q982 

Lasher. Mary Lce Schliesmann. Eo.D. University of Illinois et Urbene* 
Chempeign, 1983. 103pp. 

The purpose of this study was to observe and code on and off task 
Danavior of second grade readers during their allocated reading time 
The subjects chosen were students who work within ability groups 
assisted or unassisted by the teacher. The study observed one 

hundred thirty students on three separate occasions for a total ot 
three hundred ninety obeervatlons. 

The compilation of data showed that the top ability group received 
more time with the teacher than the average or low groups. It alao 
Ifjdicated that all groups were on task approximately seventy percent 
Of the time they were with the teacher. When working alone the 
groups were on task from sixty-three to sixty-nine percent of the time 
with the top group showing the most on task behavior. 

In calculating the differences between and within the groupe the 
analysis of variance statistical analysis was used. No significant 
deferences were shown between and within the groups when working 
with the teacher. However, the amount of waiting and off taak time 
l>etween and within the groups proved highly significant whan 
students were working alone. 

In general, the low group received the least amount of time with 
the teacher and when working alone showed the least amount of on 
task behavior. The average and low students worked alone more than 
with a teacher and were not engaged In relevant reading taaks when 
working alone. The teachers spent small amounts of time inatructing 
atudents using Instruction time to correct seatwork, give diracttor^ for 
further seatwork and listen to "round robin" reading. The teaching of 
reading skills was not evident. The students In general had adapted 
well to the organizational pattern within the claasroom in getting their 
reading materials and working at seatwork during the major part ot 
their allocated reading period. n«iwf ^ 
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EFFECT OP READING MODE: A CROSS*SECTIONAL 
INVESTIGATION OP ELEMENTARY STUDENTS' SEQUENTIAL 
COMPREHENSION PERFORMANCE FOLLOWING ORAL AND 
SILENT READING Order No. DA841 3198 

Mautimpi, HAftRiET Anita. Eo.D. Holstra University, 2l6pD. 

Thepurposesof this ir^vestioation were twofold: (1) todetermme 
the mode of reading, oral or siier^t, which best facilitated students' 
sequential comprehension ordering performance; and (2) to discover 
whether a developmental pattern, caused by grade placement, 
affected students' performance on the measures employed. 

Six stories, with a 3 5 readability level, were selected. Each was 
accompanied by a sequential comprehension ordering sheet 
containing four arbitrarily ordered literal paraphrased ideas excerpted 
from the text. 

Sixty subjects, twenty each from grades three, tour, and five, were 
randomly selected. Sequential Comprehension Ordering Tests, A'^-F\ 
were administered to each subject individually during a single test 
session. Following each reading of the assigned story in the 
designated mode the student, with text removed, numerically ordered 
the ideas presented. Orte point was awarded for each correctly 
sequenced idea. 

The following findings were noted: (1) Third*grade students* 
mean sequential comprehension ordering scores were not 
significantly different when the oral or silent reading mode was 
employed. (2) Fourth^grade students' mean sequential 
comprehension ordering scores were not significantly different when 
the oral or silent reading mode was employed. (3) Fifth-grade 
students* nnean sequential comprehension ordering scores were 
Significantly different when the oral reading mode was employed. 
(4) The combined grades' mean sequential comprehension ordering 
scores were not significantly different when the oral or silent reading 
mode was employed. (5) Though there were no significant 
differences indicated tor the main effects of reading modes or the 
interaction arising from the main effects between reading modes and 
groups, there was a significant difference for the main effects of 
groups. Significant differences between grades three and five, and 
grades four and five, were evident. (6) Individual reading mode 
preferences for the tasks employed were noted. Preferences were not 
significant when the combined grades were assessed. (7) The mean 
performance per reading mode increased as grade level ascended. A 
developmental pattern of sequential comprehension ordering ability 
for the third . fourth, and fifth grades was supported. (8) The speech 
component in reading, overt in oral reading and covert in siient 
reading, was not found to significantly affect students' sequential 
cornprehension ordering performance when the combined grades 
v^re assessed. 



THE EFFECTS OF REPEATED READINGS ANp ATTENTIONAL 
CUES ON READING FLUENCY AND COMPREHENSION 

Order No. DA8409076 
O'SneA, Lawrence Joseph, Ph.D. The Pennsylvunie Stete University, 
1083. 86pp. Adviser: PaulT. SIndeiar 

A considerable amount of discussion has been stimulated by 
theories on the role of attentional focus and capacity on reading rate 
and comprehension. The basis of these theories is that high speed 
word recognition allows readers to shift their attention from decoding 
to comprehension. Researchers (Blanchard, 1980; Reisher, Jenkins, 
& Pany, 1979; Spring, Blunden, & Qatheral. 1981) have increased 
reading fluency through isolated word recognition drill, but with 
mixed effects on reading comprehension. Two points based on past 
research have arisen: (1) contextual practice may be a more 
appropriate means for increasing fluency, and (2) readers may 
require cues to shift their attention to comprehension. Therefore, this 
study was designed to examine the effects of contextual practice 
through repeated readings and attentional cues on reading rate and 
comprehension. The results of this study indicate that both fluency 
and comprehension increase as the numtar of repeated readings 
increase. In addition, cues to read for either fluency or 
comprehension differentially affect reading rate and comprehension. 
Readers cued to fluency read more words per minute but 
comprehend less than those cued to comprehension. A number of 
theoretical and practical implications emanate from these results. 
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THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN TEACHERS^ QUESTIONS AND 
STUDENTS' RESPONSES DURING A DIRECTED READING 
ACTIVITY AND A DIRECTED READING-THINKING ACTIVITY 

Order No. DAe40B158 
RuiNAK, Martha Henorick. Eo.D. Northern iliinols University, 1983. 
I88pp. 

The purpose of this study was to Investigate the relationship 
between teachers' questions and students' responses during basal 
reeding hsssons using two different group instructional procedures, 
the Directed Reading Activity (ORA) and the Directed Reading* 
Thinking Activity (DR-TA). 

Nine teachers taught two lessons each; one DRA lesson and one 
DR*TA lesson. One hundred and forty-four third grade students 
participated in the study. The third grade population was stratified by 
sex and Instructional reading level and randomly assigned to one of 
two treatment groups. Each group consisted of four boys and four 
girls at the same instructional reading level, classified as reading at, 
above, or below grade level by their classroom teachers. 

Each of the 16 lessons was observed and tape-recorded by the 
researcher in the fall of 1982. Teachers' questions and students' 
responses were tallied according to the categories of the Ohio Scales. 
The data were analyzed using the chi^square statistic, and 
significance was set at p < .01 for all data. 

Results Indicated that there is a statistically significant relationship 
between the kinds of questions asked by teachers and the level of 
thinking represented by third grade students' responses. When 
teachers asked factual kinds of questions, they received significantly 
more students' responses representing noncritical thinking. When 
teachers asked interpreting kinds of questions, they received 
significantly more students' responses representing critical thinking. 

The DRA and the DR-TA are two different reading instructional 
procedures which can be used with groups of students during basal 
reader lessons. Results of this study found that the DR*TA was 
superior to the DRA in developing students' critical reading-thinking 
skills. These findings were consistent wt^ether students were 
instructionally reading at, above, or below third grade level. 



AN ELABORATION.TRAINING PROGRAM DESIGNED TO 
DEVELOP CHILDREN'S COMPREHENSION PERFORMANCE 

OrderNo. DAB417668 
SiNi, Barbara Ellcn, Ph.D. University of P^ttsburgh,^98^, 130pp. 

The major purpose of this investigation was to determine the 
anects of an elaboration-training program on children's 
comprehension performance. It was hypothesized that the 
•laboration-training program, which consisted of (1) removing 
students from exposure to printed material, and (2) engaging them in 
'•non.reading" activities, would increase compreherSlSn 

®' f " focus was to make a qualitative analysis 

of me children's reaction to four of the components of the progranT 
ThMe four components included listening, responding to teacher- 
generated questions, drawing pencil sketches, and sharing kJeas 
contained in the sketches of selected stories and poems 

Four sets of data were collected and analyzed in this investigation. 
The Durrell Analysis of Reading Difficulty. Third Edition, was used to 
^ standardized investigation scores for the experimental and 
control groups. Means and standard deviation for both groups were 
computed. A planned comparisons analysis was performed on the 
four sub ests from the Durrell. Secondly, the effectiveness of the 
eiatDoration-iraining program on reading comprehension was 
eva uated by analyzing changes in performance on the four activities 
for the expenmental groups during the course of the trainino 
program. • 

At the end of each week each student received an individual 
comprehensive performance score on each of the four activities 
^^'^ averaged and 2-way repeated measures 

S^i'^- ^'^^"f fu^"^'* performed on them. Rnally, the remarks 
and perceptions of the researcher and students to the various aspects 
of the training program were analyzed. ««h«v.w 

KnflU! 'T'^^^ ''^dicated no difference in performance 

between the experimental and control groups on a standardized 
measure; the results from the rating scales Indicated a change In 
performance behavior on each of the component ectivitias 
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AN INVESTIGATION OF FIFTH GRADE PUPILS' TEXT 
ANALYSIS AND RECALLS FROM BASAL TEXT MATERIALS 

OrdtrNo.DAB414826 

SiOAN. Lauha Batty. Ph.D. Unl\f$T9hy of Missouri • KMnsBS City. 1984. 

ieipp. 

RtMirch In the areas of reading, linguistics arKi cognitive 
psychology has opened new avenues of inquiry into the nature of 
comprehension in the form of r>#w methods for analysis of text and 
ar^alysis of reader recalls of text. One of these reprMcntational 

systems for textual analysis and comprehension is known as 
'*propositional analysis" developed by Kintsch. 

In the present study, the reading recalls of fifth grade students of 
average or above average reading ability in basal materials were 
inveatlgated to see if the propositional analysis system developed by 
KInttch was appropriate for use with younger readers. The researcher 
also attempted to determine if Kintsch's system could be a useful tool 
In the study of the structure and readability of basal text materials 
themaelvee. 

Eighty fifth grade students read eight passages selected and 
analyzed according to Kintsch's propositional analysis system. The 
student recalls were also analyzed according to these procedures. 
Four research hypotheses were tested. First, it was determined that 
fHth graders seem to read in the propositional units defined by this 
system. 

Second, among immature readers, research has been 
contradictory concerning the type of items recalled by the students. In 
the present study, it was determined that fifth grade pupils 
remambered significantly more superordinate than subordinate items 
in fourth grade level materials. 

Third, '* propositional analysis" predicts accurately that among 
adult readers, passages containing many inferences would be more 
difficult to read than passages requiring few inferences. The present 
study did not find similar patterns among fifth grade readers. Further 
research is recommended to determine the reason for this finding. 

The final hypothesis tested whether Kintsch's system was able to 
rank basal materials more accurately than the Dale*Chall readability 
formula when student recalls were used as a gauge of reading 
difficulty. It was concluded that neither method was consistently 
accurate. 

The conclusions of the study include that Kintsch's system may be 
a helpful tool for adding information to the study of children's recalls 
from textual material. Several implications regarding basal texts, 
current readability indices, and the use of student recalls as a 
comprehension measure are inferred. 



AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE USE OF THE ANTICIPATION 
GUIDE AS A STRATEGY TO ENHANCE COMPREHENSION OF 
EXPOSITORY TEXT Order No. DA8421158 

Smith, LvNN Cure. Ph.D. Un/Vers/fy of Georfl/a. 1984. 103pp. 
Director: Donna E. Alvermann 

The focus of this study is the i')structional use of a student* 
centered activity, the anticipation guide, composed of several 
statements designed to challenge readers' thinking about concepts to 
be encountered in their reading. Subjects were 82 fifth-graders drawn 
from the same science and social studies classrooms and randomly 
assigned to treatment condition. Data were collected over a two-day 
period during two consecutive weeks by two trained investigators 
using procedural scripts. While experimental subjects received an 
anticipation guide to read, react to. and discuss, control subjects 
received a placebo introduction to the passage. After reading a 
passage (science/social studies) drawn from a fifth-grade textbook, 
all subjects wrote retellings and took multiple*choice tests, in that 
order; the measures were read ministered one week later. A post- 
session questionnaire, designed to assess subject reaction to the 
procedure and materials, was also administered. 

Data were analyzed In separate ANOVAs with proportions for total 
scores as the dependent variables: design factors ware treatment 
condition, passage type, and time of testing. There were significant 
differences only for passage type (science) social studies) and time 
of testing {immediate > delayed) For multiple-choice responses, there 
O 
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were significant differences only for treatment condition (control > 
experimental) and time of testing (immedUte > delayed}. 

Retelling data ware also analyzed with the superordinate score 
proportion as the dependent variable and treatment condition, 
passage type, and time of testing as design factors. There were 
significant differences attributable to passage type (science > social 
studies). Interactions existed between passage type and treatment 
condition i^nd between passage type and time of testing. 

Retelling data were further analyzed lor variance with treatment 
condition and construct level (suporordinate/subordmate) as the 
design factors and construct level proportion as the dependent 
variable. Significant differences between construct levels 
(superordinate > subordinate) were indicated There was an 
interaction between construct level and treatment condition. 

Brought into question with this study is the effectiveness of the 
anticipation guide strategy. Results Indicate that the discussion phase 
of the strategy may cause more interference than clarification of 
concepts in prior knowledge. 



EFFECTS OP ORAL READING RATE AND INFLECTION ON 
COMPREHENSION AND ITS MAINTENANCE 

OrderNo.DA8415173 
TcNCNBAUM, Henry Abraham, Ph.D. T/)e University of Florida, 1883. 
207pp. Chairperson: William D. Wolking 

Rigorous experimental analysis of the effect of oral reading rate on 
comprehension hass only recently been performed. There is atiil 
controversy over which rate of oral reading maximizes 
comprehension and retention. Inflection and how It interacts with rata 
of oral reading have received very little attention. 

This study sought to determine how oral reading rate, whan 
approximating functional conversational Speech (150 to 200 
words/minute) and inflection, impacts comprehension and 
maintenance of comprehension. A single subject design waa 
daveloped to detern e how oral reading at ISO to 200 worda/minutt 
with inflectir>n ^umpared with oral reading at 40 to 60 worda/minutt 
(instructional rate), with inflection on measures of comprehanalon 
and maintenance of comprehension. High oral reading rates without 
inflection were also compared with low oral reading rates without 
inflection to determine their effects on comprehen^on and 
maintenance of comprehension. The dependent variables wart a free 
recall task, answers to 10 comprehension questions and written 
responses to a Cloze procedure. These occurred immediately 
following reading criteria, and at 3 and 10 days after criteria wart 
reached. 

Six subjects were used in this study; two subjects were of high 
school age and reading below grade level and four subjects v^rt in 
the third grade reading on grade level. For this study ar ABCD dtaign 
was used with four subjects and a CDAB design was uSdd for two 
subjects so that any effect that sequence may have had could be 
determined. Also, the high rate conditions were yoked ti> tht low rata 
conditions to keep the number of trials equal. 

The results confirmed that the combination of high oral reading 
rate with inflection (when reading approximates conversational 
speech) increased both the accuracy and speed of comprehar^alon 
and its maintenance more than any of the other combinations. The 
combination of high oral reading without inflection wasfoufKl to 
ir\crease comprehension and maintenance of comprehension whan 
compared with low oral reading rate with and without Inflection. Also, 
inflection training in both the high and low rate oral reading 
conditiona improved comprehension. The results of Experiment 2 
systematically replicated the results of Experiment 1 acroas reading 
levels, reading passagea, aettinga, and sub)acts. 



n 



METALINGUISTIC SKILLS: CAN THEY BE TAUGHT? 

OrdtrNo,DA84168l7 
Trumbuu,Eusc,Eo.O. Boston Un/vtrf/fy, 1884. 169pp. Major 
ProfMlor: Paula Menyuk 

Metalinguistic ability has been shown to be an important 
concomitant of reading skiii. What has not been determined to date is 
the degree to which some of the metaiinguistic sKilis can be taught. 
Thit study attempted to taokie the issue of teachability of 
metatinguistic skills. A test (the Test of Metalinguistic Abilities, or 
TOMA) was devised for evaluating children's metalinguistic skills. 
Nine r^on^reading. second-semester first-graders who performed 
poorly on the TOMA were selected to participate in the Language 
Awareness Program, which was developed for this study. Children 
were placed in Intervention groups which received either eight or 
sixteen sessions of the Program over a period of eight weeks. 

AH children improved measurably in grammatical awareness, an 
aspect of metalinguistic ability. Children improved also, though less 
dramatically, In phonological metalinguistic skills. Some 
developmental trends in the growth of language awareness did 
emerge clearly, with children seen to change over the eight-week 
period. While pretesting performance reflected a tendency to 
unconsciously correct non-grammaticality, post*test performance 
showed much greater conscious detection and correction of non- 
grammaticality. ChiWren specifically improved in ability to target non- 
grammatical forms, correct them and explain the changes they had 
made. 

Results suggested that the initial state of the child as measured by 
the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test might be predictive of post- 
intervention performance on the TOMA. Children who scored lower 
on the Peabody tended to need more time to acquire metallnaulstic 
skills. 



AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
THE USE OF COHESIVE TIES IN ORAL RETELLINGS AND A 
COMPREHENSION PROCESS SCORE FOR GOOD AND POOR 
FIFTH GRADE READERS Order No. DA8416078 

WtiNLANO, Mary Ginn, Ph.D. The University of Connecticut, 1984. 
241 pp. 

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of the study was to explore the 
relatlonsMp bevween the adequacy of cohesive ties used by good and 
poor readers In organizing oral retellings and an in*process 
comprehension jcore. The difference in the types and adequacy of 
cohesive ties used by good and poor leaders in their oral retellings 
was also addressed. 

Procedures. The population included 20 good and 20 poor fifth 
grade readers identified by the school system. Each student read the 
same story orally to the investigator. The students subsequently retold 
the story to an assistant not present for the oral reading. 

The measures of cohesion in the study were: four types of 
cohesive ties (reference, conjunction, lexical, and ellipsis) based on 
Halliday and Hasan's (1976) model of cohesion and adequacy of 
cohesive ties (complete, incomplete, incomplete tie, error, and error 
tie) based on Liles' (1982) procedures. Reading comprehension was 
Inferred from the Revised Altercue 15 Index (Page, 1982). 

The resulting data was analyzed using Pearson product*moment 
zero-order correlations and analysis of variance. The level of 
significance for testing the research questions was at the .05 level. 

Results. Among the conclusions from the statistical analysis of the 
research questions were: (1) There was a significant relationship 
between mean percent of complete cohesive ties in the oral retelling 
and the Revised Altercue 15 index for the total group (N « 40). 
(2) There was no statistically significant difference between the 
groups with respect to type of cohesive tie used in the retelling with 
the exception of the poor readers' significantly higher use of total 
conjunctions. (3) The good readers had a significantly higher mean 
percent of complete cohesive ties, and a lower mean percent of 
incompletes and incomplete ties in their retellings than the poor 
readers. 
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Thase tIndinQS tuggett i gantrtl rtlationthip between a reader's 
use of complete cohealva ties in oral retalllnQS and an In -process 
measure of reading comprehension The results also suggest that 
although good and poor readers may not differ in the types of 
cohesive ties •^tinted, they may differ In how adequately they tie 
meaning units acrouaenttncts. 

THE BASES OF CURfiENT PRACTICES OF TEACHING 
SEQUENCING SKILLS IN READING TO CHILDREN IN 
GRADES ONE, TWO, AND THREE OrderNo. DA8416180 

WiLsON-KuHN, VRENfiLi Erika, Ed.D. Northern Arlzont Unlmsltv. 
1983. 160pp. Adviser: Dr. Garry Taylor 

This study was developed to investigate the question "What are 
S!hi ° u*?."T"! P^^^'ces of teaching sequencing skills In 
reading 0 children in grades one, two, and three?" It was devetooad 
toinvestlgated how and when sequencing as a sMW was introduced in 
me American reading curriculum from the middle iBOO's through 
1981 . The study extensively examined current sequencing skllte in 
J*o basal readers, a linguistlcal oriented series, a remedial readlna 
series and two reading kits. The current reading materials were 
gJJjJ««^^epr«sent«tlons of reading materials used in the State of 

It was concluded that prior to 1910, skills In sequencing reading 
M.°lf T^* published between IQIO- 

!JS * minimum of directly taught sequencing skllla. By 

iiZ5, as teacher s manuals accompanying reading texts emeroed 
rnore sequencing skills were identified. Sequencing in reading b!oan 
K.^* ^Hn^S'^^^ " ^o^^r, It was further concluded 

^t. while during the 1940's the development of thinking processM 
began to outweigh memorization as a means of generating 
comprehension, there is currently no clearly defined subsklll of 
comprehension labeled sequencing. Also, there are no clear bases 

Sil'*! L"^ '* P^e««"t«« I" current reading material. 

Twa was determined by the inconsistency In terminology, methods 

prewntatlon between programs. Recommendations for 
further study included more cieariy defining the concept of 
sequencing and developing lessons which are more consisten> with 
children 's development of skills prerequisite to sequencing 

AN ANALYSIS OF THE EFFECTS OF SUSTAINED SILENT 
READING IN FOURTH GRADE ON AN INTACT GROUP OF 
CHILDREN AS WELL AS SIX INDIVIDUALS WITHIN THE 
GROUP OrderNo. DA8418142 

WiTTMicH, YvoNNC Marie, Eo.D. Unlv§rsity ol Northern Co/orado, 
1984. 142pp. 

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this study was to Investigate 
and describe the effects of Sustained Silent Reading on an Intact 
group of childron In grade four as well as six Individuals within the 
group. 

Procedures. Twenty'Six fourth graders from one elementary 
school participated in Part A of the study which investigated the range 
of types of books selected and compared the grade level of books 
selected to subjects' functional reading levels. Six subjects 
participated In Part B of the study, a modified case study, which 
investigated time on task and nontask behaviors. 

Treatment of Date. Data for Part A were gathered from Indlvklual 
subject dally logs. Data for Part B were gathered from videotapes and 
field notes from thlrty>slx sessions of SSR. These sessions were 20 
minutes in length and encompassed twelve weeks. 

Findings and Conclusions. (1) The subjects did not select a wide 
variety of literature nor did the six individuals in the modified case 
study. (2) The subjects read at their Independent reading level 
approximately half the time. (3) All subjects began reading in less 
than two minutes. (4) Ail subjects stayed on task at least two thirds of 
the allotted time. (5) A range of behaviors were exhibited when 
subjects were not on task. 

implications. The findings of this study support the idea that 
students of all reading levels will and can sustain silent reading over a 
given period of time. Subject selections focused on the 
reereatlon/sporls or animal category about 2/3 of the time. They 
therefore need help broadening their literary tuks. The reading level 
of books selected was often below the subject's Independent level so 
matcNng subiects with books at their Independent level doee not 
seem to be a necesury procedure for SSR. 
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